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HOSPITALITY

Island destination ranked among the leaders in its field
MORE
INFORMATION

Marco Beach Ocean
Resort achieves triple
recognition.

For information on the hotel,
go to marcoresort.com

By Quentin Roux
q@misuntimes.com

A Fodor’s “choice”
award isn’t half bad as
far as national recognition goes, but throw in
an American Hideaways
website invitation to
showcase your hotel as
well, and there’s reason
for celebration.
Top that with a TripAdvisor declaration
you’re the island’s top
resort, and there’s reason
aplenty for staff and
management at the Marco Beach Ocean Resort to
jump up and down.
That’s the story over
at the resort, which has
also upped its own ante
by enabling online booking for its award-winning
Sale e Pepe restaurant.
The Fodor’s Choice
property distinction recognizes the all-suite,
boutique hotel as a leader
in its field for service,
quality and value during
2012, according to a release.
Each year, the editors
and experts of Fodor’s

Striking facade of the Marco Beach Ocean Resort, which has recently picked up a slew of recommendations. SPECIAL TO THE
SUN TIMES

select only the top 15
percent of their listed
properties and activities
recipients. Their writers
experience, examine and
evaluate thousands of
hotels, restaurants and
attractions in their trav-

els across the globe.
As a reward, the resort will be featured in
the next Fodor’s guidebook to this area, and
online at Fodors.com.
Featuring on americashideaways.com

comes about by invitation only, according to
another release. Site
visitors are provided
with a complete description of each chosen hideaway and then urged to
visit that property’s web-

site for the whole story.
Listing is also fairly
exclusive, with 42 hideaways and 27 states coast
to coast featured at the
moment. Marco Beach
Ocean Resort is the only
Florida getaway on the

list right now.
The TripAdvisor Popularity Index rankings
are listed on the world’s
largest travel site featuring reviews and advice
on hotels, resorts, flights,
vacation rentals, vacation packages and travel
guides.
Comments on the
resort that bolstered the
ranking included observations that the rooms
were immaculate, staff
members were very
attentive, and even a
remark by one guest that
the resort was the best he
had ever picked.
Sale e Pepe has joined
the OpenTable online
booking network, which
has 25,000 participating
restaurants worldwide.
Simply put, the service provides a fast,
efficient way for diners
to gauge food, price and
times to their liking. The
restaurant is Italianthemed.

sports

Roger Raymond builds players, program fundamentally
Academy head coach has
plan to make things
work for new basketball
team.

Reese
Preston
attempts a
shot during
Marco Island
Academy's
game against
Seacrest.

By Scott H. Shook
Special to the Sun Times

Veteran basketball
coach Roger Raymond is
in the second year of
developing the basketball
program at the Marco
Island Academy.
He has a very definite
plan for how to make
things work.
“My background is in
the state of Indiana,”
Raymond said. “Basketball in Indiana was a way
of life for us. If you
didn’t work hard, someone would take your
position. If you watch the
movie ‘Hoosiers,’ that’s
the way it was. It was
serious. You didn’t miss
practice. You did things
that made you a better
basketball player, or you
didn’t play. That’s what
we’re trying to build
toward here. Where it’s
serious.”
Raymond has seen his
methods work right here
on Marco Island. He was
highly successful as a
coach at the Marco Island Charter Middle
School.
“The team I had that
was 25-3 went on to be
ranked No. 1 in the state
at Lely,” he said. “That
team probably would
have been 29-0, but Ryan

SCOTT H.
SHOOK/SUN
TIMES

Roger Raymond, academy head coach. SCOTT H. SHOOK/SUN
TIMES

Hornsby broke his leg
when we were 11-0 and he
was kind of a team leader. We had another team
that was 17-3.
“Jared Jackson (who
is on this year’s academy
team) was on a team that
had one of the best records, they were 21-2.
They won the first 21
games that they played. I
won my hundreth game
probably 10 years ago. So
I would guess we won 170
or 180 games out of 220.
But that’s a testimony to
the kids. You have to
have kids that are willing
to buy in. And we’ve
always had that. And
once we get it going here,
I think it’ll be the same
thing at the high school.”
He’s using the same
fundamental approach at
the academy that he used

at the middle school.

Fun

“Sports should be
fun,” Raymond said. “It’s
a lot of fun when you
play well, whether you
win or lose. But you have
to play it well fundamentally. I coached in the
biggest classification in
Indiana. I was lucky,
because the mentors I
had when I was a beginning coach knew the
game of basketball at a
very high level. And I
was fortunate enough to
be in Indiana when
things were very, very,
competitive. Full gymnasiums. A little school
could beat a big school,
and they did. Regularly.
Those times stressed that
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Marketing Marco Island Area Real Estate at the Highest Level. List with us
and your listing will be displayed on all our competitors websites! (Re/Max,
Coldwell Banker, Premier Sotheby’s, Keller Williams, etc.) We Display Our
Listings On More Than 900 Websites and Web Portals.

To all of our Family, Friends and Customers,
we wish you the Happiest Holiday Season
ﬁlled with Good Health, Peace and Joy.

Email: marcoislandﬂorida@gmail.com

Email: bobbyandjanice@gmail.com

Over 40 Years of professional service to the community

Why look at pictures of a few listings when
you can see the Entire Marco Island MLS at

Viewmarco com
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